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Dear Friend, 

These past few months have truly been unforgettable. When 
the first case of Covid-19 hit New York on March 1, our world 
was completely different. You could go to the store, gym, or 
out for dinner without any thought about how to do so safely. 
After months of social distancing, mask-wearing, and other 
precautions, it is hard to conceive of how things could 
possibly go back to “normal”.  

Here at Lighthouse Mission, many changes have been made 
in response to this pandemic. We’ve been unable to host our 
normal Youth Development Programs due to crowd limits and 
therefore have focused all our efforts and re-allocated several 
staff members to meet the growing need for Food Assistance 
in Suffolk County. At each of our 10 weekly Food Distribution 
sites we’ve seen substantial attendance increases. And we’ve 
also seen volunteers, donors and even those in need hesitant 
to attend Lighthouse Mission programs. 

These are big challenges and we are striving to meet them 
prayerfully, carefully, and safely. Your financial support, 
donations of food, letters of support and prayers have been 
invaluable to us during this season. It is our hope that 
together we can continue to bring Food and above all Hope 
to our region and shine a light in the midst of such darkness. 

God Bless You, 

The Lighthouse Mission Team 



ABOUT US 
Lighthouse Mission is a 501(c)-3 non-profit charity registered 
with the State of New York. Donations of food, clothing and 
funds to Lighthouse Mission may qualify for tax deductions. 
The Mission has made available to the public its non-profit 
compliance reporting paperwork free of charge via the NYS 
Charities Bureau and GuideStar.org databases. 

For more information about Lighthouse Mission, please 
visit our website at www.LighthouseMission.com or follow us 
on Facebook and YouTube. 



OUR MISSION & CHANGING TIMES 
The Lighthouse Mission exists to feed the hungry and help 
the homeless by sharing God's love with people in need in 
practical ways. Our commitment is to feed the poor, but our 
goal is to empower people to overcome poverty and live 
purpose-filled lives. 

The Covid-19 epidemic has challenged our team greatly, 
but our commitment to our core values of Feeding the Poor 
and Sharing the Gospel of Jesus throughout this crisis has 
remained firm. As we continue to navigate through this 
epidemic, Lighthouse Mission will be there for those in need. 
Thank you for your support of these efforts. 

 

Volunteers sorting donations of food for one of our weekly 
Food Outreach programs (May 2020) 



1. FOOD OUTREACHES 
MEETING THE NEED 

 

W ith unemployment rates reaching as high as 16.5% in 
April and 12.4% in May due to the Covid-19 pandemic 
shutdown (DoL “Employment Trends” June 2020), 
many Suffolk County residents have found themselves 

with unforeseen emergency needs. Devastating short-term 
losses and an uncertain future have meant an increased need 
for supportive services to meet the most basic of necessities.  

Lighthouse Mission has responded to this need by shifting 
its entire focus towards its Food Distribution efforts, which 
include 10 weekly Food Outreach locations across Suffolk 
County. In order to keep our staff, volunteers and those that 
we serve safe, our team has purchased masks, gloves and 
other personal protective equipment (PPE) for the team to 
wear. We have also begun pre-packaging bags with groceries 
in order to limit the amount of time that families spend waiting 
on line for assistance. 



Over the weeks since the Covid-19 crisis first emerged in 
our area, Lighthouse Mission has seen increased amounts of 
individuals and families turning to our Food Outreaches. 
Between March 1st and June 30th, the Mission’s programs 
have served 56,643 Suffolk County residents in need. This 
reflects a nearly 40% increase over the amount served over 
the same period last year. 

56,643 LONG ISLANDERS HAVE BEEN 
HELPED BY LIGHTHOUSE MISSION 
SINCE MARCH 1ST 

Lighthouse Mission remains committed to serving our 
neighbors in need at all 10 Food Outreach locations through 
the Covid-19 pandemic and beyond. Meeting the growing 
need in our area is a team effort and many Long Islanders 
have stepped up to help. The following are still needed as we 
continue this much-needed response: - Food Donations especially of fresh produce, canned 

goods and bottled water to help keep our trucks stocked 
and people cool during the hot Summer weather. - Sustaining Funds to meet on-going increased program 
and operational expenses faced by the Mission. - Volunteers to help fill program volunteer gaps brought 
about by health concerns held by a number of regular 
volunteers. Those who are able to serve outdoors and on 
weekdays while wearing PPE are especially welcome. 



2. AT-HOME PANTRY 
DELIVERY A SUCCESS 

 

W hen the Coronavirus was first tearing through New 
York, the Mission started receiving many phone calls 
from elderly residents who were so frightened by the 
disease that they could not leave their homes. For 

those with pre-existing health conditions and especially those 
who are of an older age, the risks of catching the virus and 
developing severe complications from it are high. Normally 
Lighthouse Mission distributes food through its outreaches, 
which occur in public places with large crowds. But with such 
a high volume of calls, our team prayed and decided to start 
up a special “At-Home Pantry Delivery” program to serve 
homebound elderly residents. 

Through this program, elderly Town of Brookhaven 
residents could call the Mission and our team would set up 
delivery bags filled with fresh produce, canned goods, 
breads, pastas and other items to bring to their homes. We 
were also prepared to accommodate special dietary needs as 
they arose. Along with each bag of food went a Bible and 
some information about other local resources. Lighthouse 
Mission also hired a new team member to act as our primary 
delivery person, bringing bags of food directly to several 
homes each day for the duration of the program. 

Almost immediately this program became a huge success. 
As word spread through the communities we serve, more and 
more senior citizens in need called the Mission for help. In 
just three months the program brought food directly to the 



doors of more than 2,100 senior citizens in towns across 
central and eastern Suffolk County. Fresh food, the Good 
News of Jesus, and even a bit of social interaction were 
enjoyed all from the safety of home. 

2,100 TOWN OF BROOKHAVEN ELDERLY 
RESIDENTS RECEIVED FOOD AND HOPE 
RIGHT AT THEIR DOOR. 
 

The At-Home Pantry Delivery 
program was concluded in June 
after three months of tremendous 
impact. With other programs such 
as Meals on Wheels resuming 
operations, we decided to refocus 
our efforts on our Food Outreaches 
as the primary mode of community 
support. We would like to thank the 
following for their support of this 
special program: - Donors like you whose financial contributions and 

donations of food helped sustain this extra program for 
three whole months. - The Town of Brookhaven, especially our Town Board, 
whose partnership helped us reach those with the greatest 
need in our community. - Special Covid-19 Response Contributors including: 
Bank of America, Capital One, The Dolan Family 
Foundations, The Island Outreach Foundation, and Rothco. 



 

LIGHTHOUSE MISSION 
 

The Lighthouse Mission exists to feed the hungry and help 
the homeless by sharing God's love with people in need in 
practical ways. Our commitment is to feed the poor, but our 
goal is to empower people to overcome poverty and live 
purpose-filled lives. 

1543 Montauk Highway | Bellport, NY 11713 
Phone: (631) 758-7584 
Email: Hello@LighthouseMission.com 
Web: www.LighthouseMission.com


